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Opportunities f or Disabled
.
Stud en ts
Wright State

un·1versity

The University

The Ohio Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation has cited
Wright State University as the foremost institution in
facilities for disabled students in the state . A compre
hensive, state-supported institution, Wright State University
has recognized its obligation to extend the opportunities of
higher education to all academically qualified students.
From its inception in 1964, the university has developed
undergraduate and graduate degree programs in business
administration, education, liberal arts, and science and
engineering. At present, Wright State is developing on 618
acres of land, approximately twelve miles north of the city
of Dayton. The current enrollment has surpassed 12,000,
including full and part-time students.

The Program

Wright State promotes the realization of each student's
potential by providing services in academic, physical, per
sonal, and vocational areas. In addition, the program for
disabled students provides supplemental services that allow
disabled students to pursue a college education. The ser
vices are coordinated by the Office of Handicapped Student
Services.
The present enrollment of physically disabled students is
approximately 250. These include students who may be
confined to wheelchairs with disabilities such as quadra
plegia, paraplegia, post-polio, and amputation . Other dis
abilities include blindness, speech imped iments, heart
defects, epilepsy, and cerebral palsy.

Our Philosophy

The university is dedicated to the elimination of architec
tural and prejudicial barriers which prevent intellectually
qualified, physical ly disabled students from attending the
vast majority of col leges and universities throughout the
nation. The university believes that disabled students
should be active members of the university community.
Disabled students are urged to participate in any of a
number of campus organizations according to their abilities
and interests . Each student is encouraged to develop
independence and responsibility as he takes part in univer
sity life .

Facilities and Services

Architectural features
All university buildings provide architectual accessibility for
the disabled student. There are four classroom and labora
tory buildings, a University Center for dining and recrea
tion, and a residence hall for men and women. Each
building is architecturally designed to meet the "American
Standards Association Specifications for Making Buildings
and Facilities Accessible to the Physically Hand icapped." In
addition, a Physical Education Building, a Fine Arts Build
ing, and a Library Resource Center are scheduled to open
midway in the 1972-73 school year . An Architectural
Barriers Committee has been established to review all plans
for new buildings and eliminate any physical barriers. This
committee is comprised of physically handicapped students
representing each type of disability .
Travel throughout the campus is relatively carefree for
those students with mobility difficulty . The buildings are
entered by ramps which blend inconspicuously into the
design of the campus. Each of the buildings contains an
elevator, providing easy access to every floor. All classroom
buildings are connected by underground tunnels, which
provide comfortable passage from one class to another
during inclement weather.
The parking lot has specially designated areas for vehicles
transporting disabled students. These areas have wider
parking facilities and easy access to walks.

Tape library
This special library is one of the university's most distin
guished resources, providing recorded transcripts of re
quired reading material for blind or partially sighted
students. The collection, which continues to grow, riow
includes more than 2000 tapes of books used in each
undergraduate college. The tape library is located in the
residence hall, and tapes are available on short-term loan or
for duplication . There is a small service charge . The record
ings are made by students and community volunteers on
tapes playable on most standard machines.

Housing
The university maintains a new residence hall with separate
wings for men and women. It is equipped with features
designed to accommodate a limited number of students
with physical disabilities . These features include wider
room doors, special restroom facilities, room phones, and
adaptive laundry accommodations. Further information
may be obtained from the Director of Residence, Wright
State University, Dayton, Ohio 45431.
Apartment housing is accessible in the city of Dayton and
in the nearby community of Fairborn with in a short driving
distance from the campus .

Academic assistance
Disabled students are subject to the same academic require
ments as other students. The university recognizes that
certain students, because of physical limitations, may
require some adaptive services . Therefore, the faculty, staff,
and students of the university, as well as members of the
community, cooperate in providing academic assistance to
disabled students. These individuals serve in several
capacities.
Readers and proctors administer tests to those students
who are unable to write, or who require more than the
customary period of time for examinations.
Tutors provide a supplement to classroom instruction for
those who encounter academic difficulty .
A special biology laboratory employing adaptive procedures
has been established for severely limited students.

Attendant care
Attendant care is regularly scheduled during the morning
and evening hours and at mealtimes for certain severely
disabled students in the residence hall who require special
assistance in matters of personal hygiene, dress, and eating.

Counseling

l

Counseling services are available through several sources for
those students who encounter personal or academic diffi
culties. Academic advising is a service of the University
Division for all incoming freshmen to assist them in the
selection and scheduling of courses. Academic advisers also
assist students who may have academic problems to obtain
tutoring or remedial course work.
The University Counseling Service and the Office of Handi
capped Student Services are available for students concerned
about their academic progress, vocational choice, personal
development, or interpersonal relationships.

Vocational placement
Vocational counseling and placement services are available
to the disabled student to help plan effectively and realis
tically for a career. The University Placement Office and a
staff member of the Office of Handicapped Student Ser
vices work directly with students to obtain vocational or
graduate school placement appropriate to the student's
ability and aptitudes.

Transportation
Two specially-equipped shuttle buses for disabled students
serve those unable to obtain other means of transportation
to the campus. A modest fee is charged for this service.
In addition, a number of commuting students, faculty, and
staff members havii expressed a willingness to transport
disabled students by automobile.

Financial assistance
A college education is a costly investment, particularly for a
disabled student who may require special equipment and
the assistance of a personal attendant. Wright State Univer
sity works cooperatively with the Ohio Bureau of Voca
tional Rehabilitation and agencies in other states to provide

financial assistance for those in need . The university's
Office of Financial Aid provides additional assistance to
students who qua Iify .
The student is urged to make a9equate preparations for
financing his academic work, including any special personal
assistance which he may require.

Application to the University

Disabled students are requested to arrange a visit to the
campus and a preapplication interview with the Assistant
Director of Handicapped Student Services prior to comple
tion of their application . In this manner, the student is able
to get acquainted with Wright State's facilities and services
at first hand, and to learn whether the university offers the
academic program in which he seeks to study .
An important goal of the preadmission interview is to
evaluate the student's aptitude and ability for study at the
university . The student's physical limitations must be as
sessed to determine whether or not appropriate services can
be provided. It is considered essential for a physically
disabled student to have established realistic personal and
vocational goals before attempting rigorous college study .
Further information
Visitors are welcome to visit the university at any time.
Further inquiries about programs for disabled students may
be addressed to:
Handicapped Student Services
Wright State University
Dayton, Ohio 45431
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